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Wildlife Heroes

Legal and ethical
protections for wildlife
species like the Burrowing
Owl are intended to
minimize potentially negative
impacts by humans.

Ocean Rescue Saves
Pelican’s Life and Vision

STAFF/SFWC

According to the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission:

HEARTWARMING REUNION
A Burrowing Owl Recovers from a Wing Injury and Rejoins the Parliament
A sadly too-common wing fracture injury
brought another local Burrowing Owl to
SFWC’s clinic. The patient required
veterinary medical treatment and about a
month’s worth of rehabilitation.
Birds with wing injuries like this are
regularly seen at the SFWC’s wildlife
hospital, with vehicle strikes being one of
the most common causes.
Although the owl was eating, she could not
fly well. But SFWC’s expert veterinarians
were able to stabilize the fracture so that the
owl’s injury could heal and she could take
proper flight again.
When ready, the owl was released very near
where she was originally found. The site
has several active burrows and a healthy
population of this important species.
Initially, she kept her distance from the
burrow, making some tentative steps toward
the other birds there. A male owl came to the
mouth of the burrow’s opening to watch her
as she stayed in the shade of a nearby tree.
After about an hour, she finally made a
connection with the group, getting close
enough to nuzzle faces with another bird.

“She was greeted by a male owl we
presume was her mate, and then seemingly
rejoined the parliament,” says Shelby Proie,
SFWC Release Specialist.

She continues to regularly document
observations at the burrow, as one of several
sites that Project Perch monitors. And
SFWC continues to help other Burrowing
Owls, a species regularly seen as patients at
the wildlife hospital.

• Use artificial light sparingly for
filming or photography, especially
for close-ups.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Gary Slatkow didn’t expect to be
doing any kind of rescue work when
he headed out in his boat for another
relaxing, beautiful day on the ocean.

of a sight-impaired pelican.

STAFF/SFWC

Brown Pelican’s Vision
Restored after Trauma
Causes Blindness in One Eye
STAFF/SFWC

By Dr. Renata Schneider, SFWC Director of Wildlife Rehabilitation

On March 25, 2015, a young brown pelican
was brought to the SFWC for care because he
could not fly. The pelican had no idea that his
treatment would be the best that modern
medicine can offer. He would have a swollen
joint tended to and vision restored in an eye
that had suffered major trauma. Without
intervention, he would have remained blind—
a death sentence for a wild-living pelican.

• Keep well back from nests and
nesting colonies, roosts, display areas,
and important feeding sites. In such
sensitive areas, if there is a need for
extended observation, photography,
filming, or recording, try to use a
blind or hide, and take advantage of
natural cover.

“People have to be aware, and we have to
educate,” Liza says.

th

about the remarkable medical case

• Limit the use of recordings and other
methods of attracting birds, and
never use such methods in heavily
birded areas, or for attracting any
species that is Threatened,
Endangered, or of Special Concern,
or is rare in your local area.

We think Liza’s photographs are amazing,
and we are grateful to her for allowing us to
share them. She points out the legal and
ethical obligations of photographers like
herself (see sidebar).
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from one of our staff veterinarians

• Intentionally feeding species listed as
threatened, endangered, or of special
concern is prohibited … because it can
negatively alter feeding behavior in
some species and can cause them to
become accustomed to people.

• To avoid stressing birds or exposing
them to danger, exercise restraint
and caution during observation,
photography, sound recording, or
filming.

“SFWC staff were very caring and very
knowledgeable. They did a great job,” Liza
says. “It was just amazing.”

be
iza
El

This article is a firsthand account

According to the American Birding
Association Principles of Birding Ethics:

On hand to help SFWC personnel releasing
the owl back to nature was Liza Morffiz of
Project Perch, part of the South Florida
Audubon Society in Broward County.

A group of owls is called a “parliament.” Burrowing Owls
can be active during both day and night. They live in
ground burrows that were once the residences of skunks,
tortoises, or armadillos. As with most of the wildlife in
South Florida, vehicle strikes and loss of habitat to human
development are threats to Burrowing Owls.

• The Burrowing Owl is protected by
the U.S. Migratory Bird Treaty Act and
as a State Species of Special Concern
by Florida’s Endangered and
Threatened Species Rule.

MAGGIE SERGIO/SFWC

Planned gifts to the South Florida
Wildlife Center have a significant
positive impact on our
organization and our ability to
care for the animals entrusted to
us now and in the future.
FOR MORE INFORMATION about
planned giving opportunities,
please contact Steve Maughan or
Patricia Kauffman at 800-808-7858.
The South Florida Wildlife Center’s tax
identification number is 23-7086391.

The veterinary team at the SFWC could see
immediately that the bird was blind in the
left eye and had a cataract. Antiinflammatories for the eye were started
immediately. Standard radiographs were
taken, and medications were given to
resolve a swollen elbow. When boardcertified veterinary ophthalmologist and
friend of the SFWC Dr. Rob Swinger
examined the patient, he was confident that
the right eye functioned normally, and
therefore cataract surgery on the left eye
made sense. He hoped that a custom lens for
the eye with the cataract could be made.
Several months after Dr. Swinger’s original
exam and with all other medical issues
completely resolved, we made the decision
to remove the cataract without replacing the
lens because we did not want to delay the
pelican’s release any further.

On August 13, I brought the pelican and the
equipment necessary for successful anesthesia
to the Animal Eye Guys clinic in Fort
Lauderdale. The pelican’s surgery went
extremely well. I monitored anesthesia, and
Dr. Swinger performed the cataract surgery;
the patient received the best care possible. The
removal of the cataract was without
complication, and a closer examination of the
eye allowed Dr. Swinger to confirm that the
cataract was secondary to a former trauma to
the eye, and not a genetic or congenital issue.
There was obvious scar tissue remaining from
an injury that must have perforated the eye.
Within one week following surgery and
application of special eye drops three times
daily before being tapered down, the
incision had healed and the eye was clear
with vision restored. The patient was feisty,
more aggressive than the average pelican
admitted to the hospital, a very positive sign.
This pelican suffered a major trauma that
would have left him blind in one eye and
unable to survive on his own. An amazing
volunteer, the team at the SFWC, and a
veterinary ophthalmologist who donated his
time and considerable talent gave this
pelican a chance to resume a normal pelican
life in the wild!

CYNTHIA BARSTAD/SFWC

How fortunate for the pelican he
encountered, though, that Gary was
there and alert, and recognized the
injured creature was in trouble.

Impressive Response for Helping Baby Opossums

Gary’s familiarity with these large
“friends” with whom he shares these
waters has resulted in quite a few other
rescues. This one, however, was quite
critical as this pelican had not only a
bad elbow injury, but he had complete
loss of vision in one eye. (Also in this
issue: read Dr. Renata Schneider’s
account of this pelican’s medical case.)

You may have read or seen news about the
large influx of baby opossums at the SFWC
wildlife nursery. Although we have baby
birds and mammals in our care year-round,
during peak waves we take in hundreds of
orphaned wildlife all at once.

Already weak and emaciated from his
inability to function and secure fish, this
pelican would have soon died without
the help of his rescuer and the SFWC.

There has been an outpouring of generosity in
response to the local television and newspaper
coverage, and we’re inspired by the compassion and caring of supporters like you.

Gary and his wife, Michelle, have been
involved with SFWC for several years as
active members of our own Development
Partnership Council. They are generous
monthly sustainer donors and have
been outstanding committee members
for past fundraising events.

Ways You Can Give to Help SFWC

The story about this pelican and his
subsequent cataract-removal surgery
and recovery was of such interest that
it made the South Florida news more
than once.
Gary downplays his critical role. To
him, it was not a question about
whether or even how to effect the
rescue—he just gently and capably
captured the big bird and transported
him here as swiftly as possible.
Like most heroes, Gary doesn’t
understand what all the fuss is about.
But we know you understand. People
like the Slatkows are like so many of
you—selfless, brave, and compassionate.
Your generosity of spirit is an
inspiration.
“I could see that the pelican was in trouble,
and I was so happy that I knew just where
to get the help he needed. Michelle and
I are honored to be associated with such
an amazing organization. We encourage
others to invest in its work.”

You stepped up for special training to volunteer
in the wildlife nursery, mailed donation checks,
purchased much-needed items from our
Amazon Baby Registry, and even shipped
helpful supplies to us from as far away as Seattle.
Having you on our side means so much to
us as we help care for these little marsupials
during the intensive process of growing up
before release back to nature to live wild and
free. Our life-saving work is made possible
by you – we thank you!

TO FIND OUT MORE about these and other philanthropic opportunities, call 954-524-6344
or 954-524-4302 ext. 25, or email development@southfloridawildlifecenter.org.
Monthly Giving – Donors may schedule
recurring contributions, usually by credit
card. Sustaining gifts help us plan ahead,
purchase at the best price, and save
administrative expenses on postage and
printing.
Memorials and Tributes – Make a donation
to remember loved ones, to commemorate
special occasions, or to honor those
important to your life. At your request, we
will notify the people you would like us to
that your gift has been made.
Matching Gifts – Double your donation by
requesting that your participating employers
match your contribution. Some companies
will match not only for current employees,
but also for retirees or board members, too.

SFWC is now on
You can follow us at
instagram.com/southfloridawildlifecenter

Vehicle Donation – Unwanted cars, trucks,
RVs, motorcycles, or boats donated to SFWC
through our “Wheels for Wildlife” program
provide a painless and mutually beneficial
way to help. Towing is free from anywhere
in the U.S. On average, we receive 80% or
more of the auction proceeds.
Planned Giving – Estate planning is an
excellent way to make a lasting,
meaningful gift. As part of leaving your
legacy, you may want to consider a
charitable gift annuity or include us as a
beneficiary in your will. SFWC can also be
named as a beneficiary of your retirement
account or insurance policy.

And don’t forget to
“Like Us” on Facebook!
facebook.com/southfloridawildlifecenter

